EDITORIAL                                     No. 55  NOVEMBER/DECEMBER  2004          
It was a thin Magazine this time – perhaps my cut-off date was too early, or you missed reading it but then along came a couple of articles, just when I’d finished it!! Anyway, I do hope you are in a position to respond to the various requests in this issue. I have to admit to being extremely disappointed in not having a single ‘yes’ or ‘no’ to the idea of a Willand Show/Fayre in the last one.   

During her Naval career, Wren B-M moved in the best triangles.
THANK YOU, ROWLAND
As a regular contributor to this publication, I generally don’t have too much of a problem in addressing the task.  The exceptions are when the article is like this one.  Although reluctantly, it is with some pride that I am happy to pay this small but significant tribute to the late Rowland Steele.

Rowland was your quiet understanding guy, who, with his wife Jean and their four sons, moved to Willand in the late 70s.  His love for his family was never in doubt and his other passions included all types of motor transport, with motorbikes top of the list. He loved music, especially Jazz and I was never sure if it was modern or traditional. Whatever it was, with that as a backdrop, he was off in another world.  The same applied when it came to the Big Bands of yesteryear. As the boys grew up, he and Jean would often go off and enjoy these jointly shared pleasures.

He also had another passion - this village and its community.  From an early stage, he was actively involved with young people as well as the Youth Club. Ironically, he returned to work with the Youth Club as its treasurer until quite recently.  He had an undying belief in helping those who where not getting a fair hearing, often standing out as a lone voice and sticking to his beliefs. The Parish Field stands as a beacon, as a reminder of his sheer determination.

That is how he and I met and became Parish Councillors. His quiet but effective hand was influential in moving the Council forward. He excelled at the Planning Process - it was a well known ploy to give him a set of Plans and peace reigned. The peace was often short lived, because he was meticulous in his investigations. If someone tried it on or attempted to pull a fast one, he was on to it like a shot. No-one escaped his wrath, be it Planners at MDDC or the defaulting applicants. This work continued long past the time when his serious illness had been diagnosed and which eventually forced him stand down as a councillor. That gap has been hard to fill.

At home he was also a doer – sadly, it is reported on good authority,  he was not a finisher. He loved a good debate, a discussion and in many ways if I am honest, a good argument. I remember many disagreements I had with him but while we were complete opposites, we only fell out once. Rowland was never wrong, at least that was his genuine belief, so we chose to agree to disagree.

To sum up, Rowland was a caring person, a loving family man and a man who felt compelled to support the underdog. His was often a lone voice but importantly, a caring voice. For his family, the loss of his sad departure at a relatively early age is immeasurable. The loss to this community is considerable.

As you cannot argue about this, Rowland, Rest in Peace.                 Eddie Dennis

LETTER TO THE ED.

In one of the recent issues of the Willand Magazine, readers will have seen a brief reference to the work of a person named Doreen.  Doreen has taken upon herself the task of being foster mother and doctor for orphaned and injured wild life.  Birds up to the size of fully grown swans and animals to the size of adult rabbits are welcome.

As her home is bulging at the seams with casualties, she needs larger premises and this, of course, is a major problem, one I’m sure, having met her, she’ll in due course solve. I would like to point out that the whole operation is funded by Doreen (and hubby Martin), so at this juncture, may I be so bold as to ask you to put your hand in your pocket and make a contribution to help with the funding of this very worthwhile enterprise. Please, do NOT give birdseed or other such items, as the food needed by sick and very young animals and birds is very specialised.  Our Editor has kindly offered to be the intermediary recipient for donations, so please give as often and as generously as possible.

During the first six months of this year, 283 casualties have been cared for and returned to the wild. What an achievement!  By the time you are reading this, the 400 total will, more than likely, be passed.

The BBC Spotlight programme in August of this year, featuring our caring pair was, I thought, well merited and well presented. Here are two people, of whom Saint Francis of Assisi would have been proud!

If you would like to post a contribution, the following details will be of interest to you:  Mrs Doreen Williams, Cullompton Wildlife Care Centre, “Lyndle”, St. George’s Well, Cullompton, Devon, EX15 1AT. Alternatively, the editor is at Rose Mullion, Willand Old Village (opposite the Esso Garage).

A Merry Christmas to you all, and Thank you.           Frank Clarke, Knotty Pine

WILLAND METHODIST CHURCH
Coffee Mornings are held on the first Thursday of every month at 10.00am in the Church Hall.  There is also a Bring and Buy stall, selling cakes, pastries, jams, etc,  plus books and bric-a-brac.   Our Annual Coffee Morning, with various stalls, including a large cake-stall, toys, clothes and bric-a-brac will be held on Saturday 27th November at 1.00am in the Village Hall – do join us there. Our Annual Carol Service will be held in the Village Hall on Sunday 5th December at 6.30pm. We will be joined by members of St. Mary’s Church and organisations from the village, representatives of whom will read the lessons.  There will also be teachers and children from the village school. Afterwards, tea, coffee and mince pies will be served. This is an enjoyable occasion in which young and older people can have a very happy get-together.

On Christmas Eve, a service of Holy Communion will be celebrated at 11.30pm. On Christmas Day, we join our fellow Methodists in Cullompton at 10.00am and on Sunday 26th December, members from Cullompton will join our service at 10.30am.  You are welcome to join us in any of these events. A warm welcome awaits you if you care to join us at our Sunday services at 10.30am.

                                                                                                      Jean Stephenson
If Moses had actually met the Regimental Sergeant Major,

I’m sure there would have been another Commandment.

CHILDREN IN NEED
It’s that time of the year again and November 19th is the twenty fifth anniversary of this annual fundraising appeal.  Watch out for the various activities in the village and try to contribute if you possibly can.

Commander P has risen from obscurity –and is headed for oblivion.

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 
The right of an individual to make a request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 will apply from January 2005.  This is eleven months before the five-year deadline set in section 87(3) of the Act. The right of access will apply to information held by roughly 100,000 public authorities covered by the Act (this includes individual schools and GP surgeries). Anyone will have the right to ask public authorities for any information, including people living abroad, non-UK citizens, journalists, political parties, lobby groups and commercial organisations.

Other parts of the Act are already in force, in particular, the provisions which require public authorities to establish publication schemes. Under s19 of the Act, public authorities are required to adopt and maintain a publication scheme, setting out details of information it will routinely make available, how the information can be obtained and whether there is any charge for it. The provision in the Act which applies the Data Protection Act 1998 to both Houses of Parliament is also expected to take effect in January 2005 (see paras 2 and 3 of Schedule 6 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000).

The Information Commissioner website summarises the scope of the coverage of the Act, on www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk           Angela Browning, MP

This potential recruit does not know how long he has been out of work, mainly because he cannot find his birth certificate.

LOST IN THE POST
If you want to complain about delayed or missing post, call 08457 740740, write to Royal Mail Customer Services, freepost RM1 1AA or visit www.royalmail.com  detailing what was sent and when.  

If the mail is four or more days late, it is classified as “delayed” and the recipient is entitled to 12 first-class stamps as compensation. If “additional evidence” of the delay is provided, you could receive a cheque for £5, or £10 if it was more than ten working days late. If your mail is never delivered, compensation ranges from 12 first-class stamps to the market price of the contents, up to a maximum of £28.00

Eighty  eight  point  three  percent  of first class letters were delivered on time, for 

the period April, May and June of this year. Ninety seven point nine percent of special delivery letters were delivered during the same period.  Exeter is a Delivery Blackspot, with eighty three point three percent of letters delivered on time, which is a drop of seven point five percent from the same period last year.

                                                                                    The Times, tabloid version.
The Padre’s life is so dull he actually looks forward to dental appointments.

BUS TIMETABLES

With the revised bus schedules allowing travel to Exeter every fifteen minutes (most of the time), you’ll no doubt be anxious to get hold of one of the new timetables. Apart from on the bus itself, you can pick one up at the Post Office, or follow the instructions on page 30 of the last Magazine.

Our Wine Caterer doesn’t only drink, he drinks between drinks.
WILLAND WEBSITE – www.middevon.gov.uk/willand
If you have visited the village website recently you may have noticed that its appearance has changed. The change has happened as a result of Mid Devon District Council having to comply with the Disability Discrimination Act. I don’t profess to understand the changes implemented or how it now complies with the act but there was no option but to change.

Other changes I have implemented are that it is now “Willand Parish” site and not Willand Parish Council site. The name reflects the village itself and certain additions can now be found there. Namely “Village Hall Diary”, giving the months activities and times at the village hall; “Village Diary” which is an extension of and a more up to date version of the diary shown in the village magazine; “Church Diary” as published in the church magazine; a “Notice Board” for any village function – this is a new page and if you wish to publish anything on it please let me know. All the original pages containing Parish Council business, the Willand Magazine, Village Organisations and contacts are still there. The Parish Council pages contain all agendas, minutes, committees and councillor contact details.

There were some glitches in the transition to the new format and some are still to be resolved but by the time you read this magazine, they should all have been resolved.  The biggest change of all is that the website is now updated by me, Mid Devon having relinquished the updating but not the overall control. So if anyone has either ideas for further expansion of the site, changes to the existing content, updating of the existing date or any comments – praising or criticizing - please feel free to contact me.

The site is for the Village – please use it for the promotion of the village and village activities. You never know who might come across the site!!

                                              Tony Wills, 01884 34782 or tony.wills@talk21.com

The Assistant Adjutant should be kept away from official cocktail parties; she is the human equivalent of a social hand grenade.

UFFCULME SCHOOL – FORMER PUPIL’S REUNION
The former pupil’s reunion is usually held in June.  This year, it has changed to coincide with the school’s GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY, so will be held on Saturday, 20th November, at the school.  Please contact either Mrs. A Pannifer at ‘The Larches’, Washfield, Tiverton, Devon EX16 9QZ 9tel. 01884 258637) or Mrs E. Hagelstein at 4 Commercial Road, Uffculme, Devon EX15 3EB (tel 01884 840194). Tickets are available for the Buffet Supper, price £5.00, from Esther Hagelstein before November 5th .  

MORE ON UFFCULME SCHOOL.

On Saturday, 27th November, there’s a Craft Fair at Uffculme School. It starts at 10.00am and continues until 4.00pm and there are Stalls, Cheese & Wine Tasting Challenges, Children’s Craft Activities, Refreshments, a Raffle and lots more to see and do. There is no charge for Entry and you are certain to have an extremely enjoyable day. Just turn up on the day.

Squadron Leader C’s table manners need improvement; when he is taking soup, the noise is similar to an elephant seal  dragging itself up onto the beach.

WILLAND MAGAZINE –NINTH ANNIVERSARY
Following the reference in the previous mag. to ‘ancient copies’, I’ve been asked to provide some sort of index of all the previous issues. I don’t think that’s totally practical but I have a list of what I would term ‘interesting articles’, although not necessarily relating to village activities. Hopefully, this will suffice and if anyone would like a photo-copy of any of them, please ask.  Anyway, here goes:-

1996 – Mar.  -  Sitting Down History – locally made chairs.

            May   - Bradfield House School & The Corner Shop, Honiton

            July   - The Village Hall Cabinet contents.

            Sept -  Gables History, Motorway Control Boxes & Miss A. Browse MBE

            Nov  -  Dunkeswell Airfield

1997    July   - Animal Warning Device (for motorists)

            Nov  -  The Millennium Time Bomb!! (computer chaos) 

1998    Mar. -   Parish Appraisal, & the Willand Badge

            May -   Parish Appraisal delivery data

            July -   Lloyd Maunder History

            Sept -   Parish Appraisal Booklet

            Nov  -  Development North of Jaycroft.

1999    Jan  -   Willand Public Rights of Way History (1), Traffic Master System

            Mar  -  Christmas Card Survey, Willand Roundabout & Rights of Way (2)

            May  -  Anti Social Behaviour Orders

            July  -  Youth Crime

            Sept  -  Police Resources

            Nov  -  Willand Triangle, Millennium Screen & Visit to Middlemoor

2000    Jan   -   Picnic Tables/Troughs & Roundabout/Development at Jaycroft

            Mar  -  Millennium Clock

            Sept  -  History of Halfway House

2001    Jan   -   Emergency Planning, Guide Dogs Puppy Walking & Census

            Mar  -   History of Income Tax

            May  -  Village Design Statement

            July   -  Motorway Surface Noise, Roundabout Fifth Spur

            Sept  -   Scripture Cake, Back from the Jungle & St. Regis Paper Co. Ltd.

            Nov.  -  The work of the C.A.B.

2002    Jan  -   ‘Crossing the Road’ systems, Youth Justice, Three Volcanoes Trek            

            Mar   -  Dyed Money & Memories of Clive Denton

            May  -  Lorries – B3181 Petition

            July   -  Neighbourhood Watch & the Mounties poem

            Sept  -  Sundials, & the Ansaphone Message poem

            Nov  -  Dutch World War II assignment

2003    Jan   -   Incident at the Halfway House & ‘Lengthmen’ on the Internet

            May  -  Buy 6, get 400 free (energy saving lighbulbs)

            July  -  John Treagood – Traveller, and Faulty Goods (C.A.B.)

           Sept  -   Tiverton Research Library

           Nov  -   Exmoor Calling (poem), Petanque & Cullompton Twinning Assoc  

2004   Jan  Willand Affordable Housing & Emergency  Committee Questionnaire

           Mar  -   Willand Composting & Recycling

           May  - Youth Offending Team, Future of The Gables, Weaving at the Mill

           July  -   Common Sense & Neighbourhood Watch Forum

           Sept  -   Organic and other Waste Collections & Woodland Trust Initiative

A varied list, to say the least. PLEASE, can I have some more regularly!! Ed.

This applicant for a replacement South Atlantic Medal claims to have been in the 1982 Falklands campaign but we suspect the only war record he has is ‘Brother in Arms’ by Mark Knopfler and Dire Straits.
JUNIOR INITIATIVE

My name is Matthew and I have two chickens, named Fang and Charlie. My uncle gave me them in February 2003 because he heard that I wanted some, as I thought they would make good pets – and they have.

I feed them with layers pellets, bread and when I feed my guinea-pig, they get some of his feed as well. They both lay one egg a day, at the moment. Fang is the naughtiest one of the two. She pecked the inside of my ear one day because I was teasing her with the sun reflecting off my brace.

You may think Fang and Charlie are weird names for hens. My sister named Charlie and I named Fang, because that was the first name that popped into my head. 

My secretary appears to have been hired on the basis of glamour, rather than grammar.

INTERNAL EMAIL AT M.D.D.C. 

“….. the bit of Muxbeare Lane concerned is within the Willand Boundary. I refer to the near-new "de-restricted speed limit" warning signs. Given that the said Lane is predominately a cycle way, why is it deemed an open speed area? I ask, because across the roundabout, we could not designate the Jaycroft road as a cycle way until the speed limit had been reduced to 30mph.  Oh, yes and of course, Jaycroft has bigger and better motorway-sized blue cycle signs to point the way ahead. Muxbeare Lane doesn't have that facility. Is it me, or are we getting ourselves in one almighty mess?  You may groan, but try explaining these anomalies to the local people – they think we have taken leave of reality……”
A suitable finishing touch to this candidate’s report would have been a Swan Vesta match.
RAIL LINE UPGRADE IS A REALISTIC GOAL

Passing loops installed on the railway line between Exeter and Waterloo may be able to increase the service from two-hourly to hourly, according to a report considered by Devon County Councillors.  Three studies in the late 1990s looked at how an hourly service could be achieved. South West Trains are planning a new timetable for December 2004 which includes an hourly service between Waterloo and Yeovil Junction, without any changes to the existing infrastructure.
A further study on timetabling has now been sent to South West Trains for consideration.                                                                                                 D.C.C.

Sub Lieutenant P is rusting on his laurels.

PLEASE CALL UP BEFORE YOU TURN UP
If you think you need a doctor during the night, or at the weekend, please ring the out-of-hours duty GP rather than arriving at your local community hospital for medical help. You can contact the out-of-hours service by ringing your surgery and waiting to be connected to the night-time and weekend service. Doing this will help us plan and also respond quickly to patients who are urgently ill.

This change is linked to the launch of a new contract for family doctors from October 2004, which enables them to opt out of organising weekend and night-time care if they wish. The responsibility of providing this care in Mid Devon now rests with Mid Devon Primary Care Trust, which already provides many local health services.

Your surgery will be able to tell you its future arrangements for cover on Saturday mornings. Thank you for your co-operation. 

                                                                   Mid Devon NHS Primary Care Trust
WILLAND COMMUNITY COMPOSTING SCHEME

The AGM of the Willand Community Composting Scheme (WCCS) was held on Monday 20 September in the Village Hall. A committee meeting followed the AGM and it was agreed that we ought to inform the Willand residents of the current state of the scheme. The article written by Eddie Dennis, our MDDC Councillor, in the last issue of the magazine had indicated how MDDC was going to deal with garden waste in the future - we would like to let you know how to deal with it now.

The WCCS was set up to receive material such as grass cuttings and prunings from the ‘growers’ of Willand. The prunings are shredded and mixed with the grass cuttings into bins. Some 6 months later the results are then sieved and placed into bags of 25kgs.  These bags are offered for a contribution of £1.00/bag. PLEASE, WHEN COLLECTING, EITHER PAY US ON SUNDAYS OR PUT THE MONEY IN THE SHED LETTERBOX. THERE ARE, ALAS, SOME  WHO DON’T.      WOULD THESE FEW PLEASE PAY UP!!      THANKYOU. 

I know they can be boring but I must offer you some statistics: -

Have the ‘growers’ of Willand being using the scheme? You can bet your ‘forks they have!  Some 60 tonnes of material has been deposited at the scheme’s site since we opened for business during FEB 03. Secondly, during Apr-Sept 03, some 19 tonnes was deposited and so far for the same period this year, some 30 tonnes of material has been deposited. An increase of 157%. 

Now we move onto considering the future – Eddie Dennis quite correctly stated that there is a legal commitment on the local authority to dramatically improve the current level of waste that is to be recycled. The question is the means of how this is to be achieved. 

WCCS would like to continue, because we suggest we offer a cost-effective way for recycling garden waste. We believe that residents are also likely to continue to use the scheme for depositing their garden waste, because it is so convenient. Allotment holders also find the site very convenient - the alternative would have been to cart their waste back home to place in wheelie bins for collection? You’ve cut/pruned - you want to get rid of it NOW! This we suggest supports the case for our continued existence.

Willand Parish Council has written to MDDC stating their support for continuation.  MDDC are also very receptive to our continued existence. They will be inviting all the schemes within their area during October 2004 to hear comments regarding proposals for the development of recycling waste within their area. If you have any thoughts/suggestions we would be grateful if you write to Kate Taylor (our secretary), 8 Somerville Close, Willand. 

It is an item for consideration that after we have sufficient funds for both further development of the site and necessary maintenance, that we use any surplus funds to the benefit of the community.

The scheme is now well established and growing but we need more volunteers for sieving and/or shredding.  These tasks are monthly and can be anything from 2 hours of your time. With your support, we are confident of a future for the benefit of ‘growers’, Council Tax payers and the Willand community. Help the community - Have some fun - Meet new friends ON the WCCS site.  Please visit us on a SUNDAY 10.am – 12 Noon and have a chat!  We won’t compost you!  You can also contact Kate - 821882 or Tony – 821174.
WILL YOU PLEASE NOTE   -  THIS SITE IS FOR THE RESIDENTS OF WILLAND ONLY.                                                        Thank you Tony Mander

When the war starts, this young man will end up with a chest full of silver.  If captured, he will make life hell for the prison camp commandant;  until then, he continues to practise on me.
WILLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL
A new school year has begun and we would like to welcome the youngest new children in Reception at school.  Also, all the many other new pupils throughout the school who started this term, not forgetting our new teachers, Mr.Colegate, Mrs Godfrey and Miss Retallick!    We hope that they will all enjoy teaching or learning at our school! 
The book fair was an excellent success and all the children really enjoyed it. We raised a lot of money for lots of new books. The corridors were packed with children because the books were just fantastic. Thank you to all teachers and parents for helping at our most fabulous book fair.

Now the new term has begun, we have a wide range of clubs which all the children can enjoy.  There are many different clubs to suit every ones interests, for example: Football Club run by Mr Colegate, there’s TAG Rugby which is run by Mr Lang and High – Five (netball) with Miss Blight and many more! All of these clubs have matches, and once a year a tournament will take place where we play lots of different primary schools. And then the winning team will go into the quarter finals, and then the leading team will go into the semi finals, and then that will lead to a winner! Choir will also begin soon in preparation for the Village Carol Service and Christmas Fair.

The  Harvest  Festival  is  taking  place on  the  21st October 2004. We hope to get 
plenty of food to give to elderly people throughout the village.  Pre-school will be 
joining us once again and you are invited to come and sing with us.

The Christmas Fair is once again being held on Friday 3rd December. It starts at 6:00 p.m. and finishes at 9:00 p.m. For the younger ones there is Santa Claus giving small presents. He will be up in the top corridor, by the big library. In the hall there will be stalls and a raffle. Throughout the fair, in Miss Hawkins’ room there will be refreshments and scrumptious mince pies! And in Mr. Lang’s room there will be all sorts of different games. If you don’t come, you’ll miss out, but if you do come you will enjoy the night!

Finally we would like to invite our older citizens to the Dress Rehearsal of the Key Stage One play on the afternoon of the 15th December. This year the play is called ‘It’s a Cracker’.  The main performance will be on the afternoon and evening of the 16th December. Tickets are available from the school office nearer the event. Bring your family and friends to a wonderful evening, which we are sure you will enjoy.  Refreshments will be available half way through the performance.  
It only remains to us to say to you all A Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Reported by:  Members of Year 6
WILLAND DIARY
November

Thursday      4th    Methodist Church Coffee Morning
          10.00am

Thursday     11th   Over 60’s Club Meeting                W.V.H.,          2.15pm

Friday         19th   ‘Children in Need’ Day

Saturday     20th    Over 60’s Coffee Morning            W.V.H.,        10.15am

Saturday     20th    Uffculme School Former Pupil’s Reunion

Saturday     25th   Methodist Church Christmas Coffee Morning     10.15am

Saturday     27th   Uffculme School Craft Fair,  Uffculme School,  10.00am 

Monday      29th   Over 60’s Outing to Cardiff, from  W.V.H.,        10.00am

December

THURSDAY   2ND    CUT-OFF FOR INPUT TO JANUARY  MAGAZINE
              (to be published/distributed four or five days before Christmas) 

Thursday     2nd  Methodist Church Coffee Morning
                      10.00am

Thursday     9th  Over 60’s Club Christmas Tea,         W.V.H.,         2.15pm 

Sunday        5th  Village Carol Service Village Hall
                      18.30pm

Thursday     6th  Methodist Church Coffee Morning
                      10.00am

	WILLAND SCHOOL TERM TIMETABLE 2004 / 2005

	TERM          STARTS
Autumn        Sept 3rd
Spring          Jan  6th
Summer       April 11th
	Half Term Holidays
BEGIN       END
Oct 25th    Nov 1st 
Feb 11th    Feb 20th
May 30th  June 5th
 NON-PUPIL DAY

   July 1st
	TERM ENDS     

       Dec 21st 

       Mar 24th  

       July 21st 




When Lieutenant Commander L wishes you ‘Good Morning’, it would be a wise precaution to check this with the Met Office.

DEVON’S DELAY IN STRUCTURE PLAN
Devon’s strategic planning authorities - Devon County Council, Dartmoor National Park Authority, Plymouth and Torbay Councils - have been directed by the  Government  to  delay  the adoption of the new Structure Plan, which sets out 
the blueprint for the future strategic development of the county to 2016.
It is understood that the issue which has prompted the direction is the proposal to improve the A30/A303. The plan identifies the route as being of strategic importance to the county.

She has very little willpower, even less won’t power.

A TRIBUTE TO A GREAT FRIEND AND COLLEAGUE.

My memories, thoughts and recollections of Rowland Steele.   Rowland   was   an   Articulate,   Conscientious,   Intelligent,   Polite,   Kind, Thoughtful  Friend  and  Colleague. I first began to know Rowland when I started attending  Willand  Parish Council  Meetings.  When I  became  a  Councillor myself, I was very involved with Rowland on the Environmental and Leisure Committee.  I soon found myself working on the Parish Field, putting into place and constructing the various ideas and requests which had been made by the young people of the Village, over a period of time.  Rowland had been instrumental in putting these into operation in his role as Chairman of this Committee. As he handed over this role to me, he then took on the task of Chairman of Planning, another role in which he once again excelled and enjoyed. I also joined him on the committee of the Willand Youth Club, where he did sterling work for many years. During the time I knew Rowland, he was always around to listen and talk things through and would give everyone and everything his best, after due consideration and advice. 
Rowland and I also shared many mutual interests - motor racing/the industry, technical innovations, music – jazz, etc., to name a few.  Rowland was one of the most caring and considerate people I have been privileged to know, as both a Friend and a Colleague, and he will be most deeply and dearly missed by many in the Village. My best wishes go to Jean and her four sons. You can be very proud of your Husband and Father for all that he did.          Stephan Lehner                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
WILLAND OVER 60’s

Our August meeting was very well attended. Our Guest Speaker was Miss Pat Salter, with an illustrated travel talk on Czechoslovakia. Her slides showed us many of the country’s grand cathedrals and different buildings – all very spectacular. September’s meeting was also well attended, with the speaker this time being Mr J.Whiting – a member of the Dartmoor Rescue Team. He demonstrated the special equipment his team used when they had to rescue people on the moors, etc.

Our Coffee Morning on September 11th was very successful and thanks go to everybody who attended and also those who helped on the different stalls. Our next one is on Saturday November 20th.

Our outings have also been very enjoyable – in August, we had a ‘Tour of Dartmoor’, with coffee at the Miniature Pony Centre. We passed through Postbridge and Two Bridges, with lunch in Princetown, then on to Buckfastleigh for tea and ice cream.  In September, we had a very enjoyable trip to Paignton & Torquay and we are now looking forward to my ‘Mystery Trip’ in October and Christmas Shopping or whatever in Cardiff in November.

We always begin our meetings with a chosen hymn and the Lord’s prayer and finish with a cup of tea and biscuits – always welcome. Anybody who would like to join us on our outings is very welcome and can always contact me on 38217
                                                                                                  Margaret Atherton
WILLAND PRE SCHOOL

Half Term will be 25th - 29th October (inclusive) and the Pre School is CLOSED on Monday 1st November. It will now be OPEN on Friday 22nd October.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

15th October (Friday) Tempest Photography

19th October (Tuesday) Obstacle Course, which includes A COFFEE MORNING,   where EVERYONE IS WELCOME
7th December  CHRISTMAS Coffee Morning, Children GRADUATING,  with NATIVITY.
A LAMINATING AND PHOTOCOPYING service is now available at the Pre School at a minimal cost.  All funds go to the Pre School, and your support is appreciated.

‘SOMETHING NEW’  Willand Pre School are looking to meet the needs of modern living.  This would involve a Lunch Club and all day care. If you have children or babies under 5, look for our questionnaire that will be coming through your door. Please complete it and a member of the Committee will collect it. The questionnaire will also be appearing on our website, so feel free to complete it:

                     WWW.WILLANDPRESCHOOL.CO.UK

As always the Pre School would like to thank all those that contribute to our ongoing success. Any help or suggestions are always welcome.  Many thanks, and see you at our future functions.                                                     Sara Newell
Major B has a resigned look on his face most of the time; I only wish he would put it in writing.
END OF AN ERA
Can  it   really be  26½  years  ago  that  I  was   interviewed   for  the  position  of Supervisor  at  Willand  Playgroup  by Mrs D.Winter and Mrs E. Patterson? I was given the position on a 3-month trial for the grand salary of £1.50 per session!!!!! In those days we rented the Clubroom in the Village Hall for 2 mornings a week - with mothers help and 10 children on the register.

As the village grew, we were able to increase our sessions to 3 then 4 mornings per week, and needed to “up-size” our premises fast. We were fortunate to have the help of the then Chair of the Village Hall Committee – Mr Harold Saunders – who helped us acquire the Football Club changing rooms when the Club moved. What a challenge that proved to be for our little band of parents and committees – fundraising – to pay for walls to be taken out / flooring / kitchen units / storage room etc… Every spare moment we had was spent removing tiles from the 2 changing rooms (ugh horrible job) and painting to save money – I’m sure you remember – Angela – Karen – Elaine – Agnes.

This new room enabled us to open 5 mornings and 2 afternoons per week with a very dedicated committee of parents to fundraise to keep the Playgroup running. (The Brownies now have use of this lovely room). We had such fun in those days when we were not “bogged down” with red tape and Health & Safety issues – great summers using the School swimming pool – picnics in the grounds of The Gables and concerts in the Village Hall.

Then in September of 1997 my dream of our very own building came to fruition!  This was made possible by the hard work of the committees, parents, staff and support from the people of the Village, Parish Council, School and local Industries.

About this time the Playgroup became the Pre-School and the number of children on the register now in the order of 60 to 70, with morning and afternoon sessions each day of the week.

I have enjoyed my career – it has given me the opportunity to meet and work with some excellent Chairs of Committees and a variety of people, but most of all it has been a privilege and pleasure to be involved in the Early Years Education of so many wonderful children. Watching their progress to become independent and leave for “Big School” and I’m very proud of the close links we have with Head Teacher Sue Calderbank and Staff.  We are very lucky in Willand to have an excellent Pre-School & Primary School.

A big Thank you to my brilliant staff, whose enthusiasm, experience and hard work have made a very successful Pre-School (as quoted in our latest Ofsted Report).  I leave my “babies” in the very experienced hands of joint leaders Trudy Saxton and Angela Troake who have worked with me for 15 - 20 years. 

There are so many people to thank for all the help and support I’ve been given over the years (too many to mention by name, but I’m sure they will know who the are), many of whom attended my 25yrs surprise party last year and recently my retirement dinner. It was great to see so many old friends and I thank you all for the cards, good wishes and generous gifts.

Finally, without the support of my husband, David, who helped me with the mountains of paperwork and red tape and daughter Emma who tried to calm my nerves before Ofsted Inspections, I probably would have retired after the first year.  I’m so pleased I stayed to be a part of the improvements in Early Education – it’s so important for children to be happy and to socialize with one another.

I shall miss the smiling faces – but as a School Governor of 16 years standing I will still be able to watch their progress in School.

A very BIG THANK YOU to everyone.

Christine Osmond   -  formerly known as “SHE WHO MUST BE OBEYED”

In short, he is one step ahead of notoriety and two steps astern of fame.
THE MAGIC ROUNDABOUT CONSTRUCTION COMPANY

“I thought I’d better call this meeting” said Dougal, almost apologetically, “because things are not looking too promising.”

“What worries me” said Florence, “is the fact we’re holding it in the middle of this roundabout. I’m a little concerned about the Health & Safety issues of us all sitting here.”

“I’d thought about that” said Dougal, quietly, “and although we’ve had a vicar and a policeman drive over it by mistake, I think all this foliage is quite adequate as far as protection is concerned, even without those heathers we were promised.”

“Not the vicar on the bike?” mused Ermintrude, nibbling the grass around a Stoford’s sign.

“Not OUR vicar,” said Dougal, “this one was a stranger from up-country, I think. Anyway, I thought a roundabout would be an appropriate place to break the news. We have no contracts for any new ones in the pipeline, although I hear the one at the top of the slip-road at Junction 28 is to be enlarged. However, I imagine the County Council will want the Mickey Mouse company who put it there in the first place to correct it, free of charge.”

“Some hopes,” chipped in Brian, “they’ll be arguing over the situation for months, rather like the fifth spur off this one.”

“Precisely,” said Dougal, “which is why we’re in the situation we are. I’ve been everywhere trying to build up the order book but everything is static – there’s hardly any work at all for us locally. No planned additional housing, Tesco doesn’t reply to the letters I’ve sent them about the forecourt at One Stop and although we made a super job of the road under the railway bridge and towards Waterloo Cross, we can’t keep on digging them up again – people are getting aggressive about it.” 
“So what’s the answer?” said Dylan, nibbling on some of the shrubs. “I’ve got quite a large family to support and things haven’t been too healthy for a while.”

“Me too,” said Frank. “And I get chased from one home to another on a regular basis, just because moles are seen as a nuisance.”

“Diversification,” beamed Dougal, triumphantly. “and it was the Health & Safety  legislation that gave me the idea. It’s opened up a whole new range of jobs which wouldn’t have been thought of a few years ago.”

“Could you just give us a clue as to what you’re talking about?” said Zebedee, leaning against a black and white chevron. “We’ve all accumulated various skills over the years, so just how do we diverse?”

“Read the papers.” said Dougal. “Every week there’s something in there that’s a new, mandatory requirement for something or other. For example, I’m using my Boy Scout’s Proficiency Badge as a qualification for starting up a Cyclist’s School of Riding. The traffic warden in Cullompton has already signed up and I’ve got positive enquiries from newspaper boys and girls, postmen, the odd policeman and I’ve almost got my foot in the door of the Wellington Wheelers, for those new to the sport, - and I can get Government funding.”

There was a stunned silence. Nobody spoke, all too deep in thought of the need for opportunities for a new way of life, if the M.R.C.C. was really not able to provide them with a guaranteed regular income.   Dougal shuffled some papers on the matting, in no hurry to interrupt the serious thinking of the alternative prospects which were obviously being considered. 

“For once,” said Ermintrude, after what seemed an age, “you might just have come up with a very interesting discussion topic. You’re right, there does seem to have been a flurry of seemingly unimaginable activities which need someone to take control of the situation. For a small fee, I could nuzzle the horse chestnut branches, to dislodge the conkers, so the children wouldn’t endanger themselves climbing up to get them. Perhaps Zebedee could help as well.” 

“Brilliant,” said Dougal.  “That would probably save them being chopped down, so you’d be protecting the environment.”

“I could put all my discarded earth into small plastic sacks.” said Frank. “It’s obviously a hazard when people are walking and I could get contracts with places like the Old Well, who would sell it as potting compost for seeds and the like.”

“You could call it ‘Everest Earth’, said Florence, “you know, mountains and molehills?”

“What do you think of this idea?” said Dylan. “I could plot all the disused rabbit burrows, so they could be added to the ‘Right to Roam’ maps when they’re produced for the South West, to save more potential accidents to walkers.”

“I think this has been one of the most constructive meetings we’ve had for some time.” said Dougal. “You all seem to have come up with totally logical and sensible ideas, given the current Government and local council thinking, and I hope you all spend an appropriate amount of time putting a business plan together for your respective ventures. Zebedee, we haven’t heard from you.  Have you considered, bearing in mind your physical attributes, being a contract tester for depths of water in ponds, streams, ditches and culverts, at various times of the year, to ensure there are no unforeseen dangers to children who have not been warned of such things?”

“It’s another possibility,” said Zebedee, “although I think it might be short-term.”

“What about me?” said Florence. “My skills have been totally related to our office and its administration – I really enjoy that and I’d not want to fit something else in between the typing and filing and all the other things I do.”

“Look,” said Dougal, gently, “you do a super job for us already. You know the office inside and out, you have all the facilities you need and it’s not as if the M.R.C.C. is closing down completely. All these ventures we’ve heard of this morning are going to need just the same amount of admin activity, so if you could try being secretary to each of these individual entrepreneurs, they could each pay you a salary. It’s not as if they’re strangers to you, is it?”

“Well,” said Florence, “having just got back from the Venice Film Festival, I have to admit I found it particularly difficult to fit in with the ‘glam’ showbiz people. Brad and Tom were obviously avoiding me, despite me making myself available, so, under the circumstances, I think I could possibly get to like Health & Safety.”                                                                                                       T.B.C.

AND FINALLY

Just a few facts and figures about the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeals. Last year, more than 3000 new collectors volunteered their services and helped raise £21,697,387, over half a million of which was collected in Devon. The total annual income was £48 million, with the Legion’s D-Day Campaign raising over £1.8 million – there being over 70,000 ‘Thank You’ flags placed on Sword Beach, each bearing an individual message.  This year’s Poppy People campaign was launched at a local level in June, with the National launch in September but if you would like to know about taking part, in any capacity, you can either telephone 0800 085 5924, visit www.poppy.org.uk  or email  poppypeople@britishlegion.org.uk    This November issue again has one-liners from Dr Rick Jolly, OBE,’s book on ‘politically incorrect Service Assessments’,  “In Confidence”.                                                                                                 Ed.

